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In May 2008, the PAUSD Board of Education adopted a Strategic Plan that includes these goals:  
· “Provide college readiness and post-secondary preparation for all students.”
· “Ensure high expectations and support for all students.”
 The PAUSD high school graduation requirements are not aligned with college readiness requirements for our state college system.

	
	State of California

Graduation requirements 
	UC A-G requirements

(CSU similar)
	PAUSD

Graduation requirements 

	(A) Social Studies
	30 units
(including US history, world history, 5 units US government, 5 units economics)
	20 units 

(10 units world history, 10 units US history or 5 units US history and 5 units US government)
	40 units (10 more units than needed; 10 units US history, 10 units world history, 5 units US government, 5 units contemporary world, 5 units economics, 5 units social studies elective) 


	(B) English
	30 units
	40 units
	35 units (short 5 units)

	(C) Math
	20 units, including Algebra I
	30 units, including Algebra II and Geometry
	20 units, including Algebra I (short 10 units and geometry/Algebra II)

	(D) Science
	20 units

(including biological and physical sciences)
	20 units

(including lab science in two of biology, chemistry, physics)
	20 units (needs alignment with lab course requirement)

10 units physical science, 10 units biology)

	(E) Foreign Language
	10 units OR art
	20 units of same language other than English
	Not required (short 20 units)

	(F) Visual/Performing Arts
	10 units OR foreign language
	10 units in a one year course
	10 units (no one year course required)

	(G) College Prep Elective
	Not required
	10 units (more "A-F" courses or approved electives) 
	Not required (short 10 units unless you use extra social studies)

	
	State of California

Graduation requirements 


	UC A-G requirements

(CSU similar)
	PAUSD

Graduation requirements 

	Physical Education
	20 units
	Not required
	20 units (as required by state)

	Career/Vocational Ed
	Not required
	Not required
	10 units (not required by state or UC)

	Living Skills
	Not required
	Not required
	5 units (not required by state or UC)


	PAUSD Strategic Plan’s goal for alignment


	Sub-initiative A2.1:

Better align graduation requirements with college entry requirements.

Description:

-Examine gap

-Identify program adjustments and their implications (staffing, resources, electives)

-Build culture in which college readiness course requirements are the default curriculum

	Supt. Skelly’s  proposal for alignment 
	Examination and updating of graduation requirements:

-Align English and Visual/Performing Arts with a-g standards

-Review a-g data for Class of 2008 for trends and areas for improvement
(PAUSD 2008-2009 Focused Goals)

	State of California’s goal for alignment
	 “At my request and with the agreement of the Governor, all four systems of public education in California—K-12, community colleges, California State University, and the University of California, joined by private colleges, the business community, and career technical education community—have agreed to join 30 other states in the American Diploma Project. This endeavor will help to ensure that when a student graduates from a California high school, they will be fully prepared with the necessary skills to enter the world of work or higher education.” (State Superintendent Jack O’Connell, State of Education 2008)


	Achieve, Inc.’s American Diploma Project
	Created by the nation’s governors and business leaders, Achieve, Inc. is a bipartisan, non-profit organization that helps states raise academic standards. 32 states have joined with Achieve to form the American Diploma Project Network—a coalition of states committed to aligning high school standards, assessments, graduation requirements and accountability systems with the demands of college and the workplace. (see www.achieve.org)

	States with College-ready Graduation Requirements
	According to Achieve, the following states have state college and career ready high school graduation requirements (default or mandatory):

Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Delaware, Georgia, Indiana, Kentucky, Louisiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Washington

	California Districts with More Rigorous Graduation Requirements than PAUSD
	San Jose Unified School District (aligned to UC A-G requirements)

Oakland Unified School District (more closely aligned than PAUSD, including algebra, geometry, and algebra 2)
Los Angeles Unified School District (aligned to A-G requirements with waivers during phase-in period)

	Findings from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
	“We focus on high school graduation and college-readiness rates because they define life options for young people and reflect deep inequities in American society and education.”

Findings:

· District-level commitment is critical and efforts must be clear and comprehensive to work

· Policy sets the context for school-level change and is a critical path to scaling best practices

(All Students College-Ready report)

	PAUSD changes needed to align with UC/CSU A-G
	English – add 5 credits

Math – add 10 credits, including Geometry and Algebra II

Science – add lab science requirements to courses
Foreign Language – add 20 credits

College Prep Elective – add 10 credit (or reallocate from social studies)
25 Credits not needed by State of California or UC/CSU:

Social Studies – 10 credits

         5 credits of Contemporary World 

         5 credits of a Social Studies elective 

Career/Vocational Education – 10 credits 

Living Skills - 5 credits 

	High School

College Ready

(Paly/Gunn average)

(2007-08 data)
	Percentage of Black/Latino Children -- College Ready 

(Grads meeting Univ. Calif./Cal State A-G admissions requirements)

Black: 46% (2007/08) – 45.9% (15 prior year average)

Latino: 40% (2007/08) – 42.1% (15 prior year average)

(PAUSD assessment reports 2008)
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SEAN is a grass-roots student organization whose mission is to promote college readiness for all. 
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